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organizing individuals for community education through arts and technology

www.voiceit.biz


Who: Voices of the New Millenium (VNM), a 501(c)3 not-for-profit organization (EIN # pending)

What: To empower young adults, especially the economically poor, to build effective sustainable learning communities through applied knowledge of the expressive arts and digital media technologies. To create an open-source online environment for shared multimedia communication.



Where: VNM currently operates out of the Center for Arts and Media Partnerships (CAMP) at Harold Washington College (Chicago, IL)



When: Founded in 2005


Why: 
Vision – voices organizing for positive social change through arts and multimedia 

technology

5 core values – 1) self-expression 2) civic responsibility 3) cultural diversity 4) social 

justice and 5) community education

How: 
VNM staff in partnership with peer and mentor leaders delivers three interdependent programs in middle schools, high schools, 2-4 year colleges, and their surrounding neighborhoods.

Urban Arts Technology Partnerships network peer leaders 18 to 35 years of age with low-income youth to offer diverse training and collaborative programming opportunities in the performing and multimedia arts. 


Community & School Partnerships develop arts-integrated curricula and after-school programs that promote civic engagement in the classroom. Includes professional development opportunities for teachers and students on curriculum web media integration to further enhance teaching and learning.


VoiceIT Cultural Partnerships support a broad range of projects, events, residencies and performances with several educational and community-based partners. The result is VoiceIT.net - an innovative online network of groups and individuals creating multi-cultural inter-generational community connections.


Board of Directors: 


Dana Wright – Youth in Focus 
Arnold Aprill - Chicago Arts Partnership in Education 
Margaret Horbergh – Hothouse 
Celeste Vogel - Credit Suisse First Boston 
Arvind Thyagarajan - IBM Corporation 

Manwah Lee – Street Level Youth Media 

Leon Shiman – Shiman Associates 

Advisory Board:
Josie Mendez

Victor Mendez

Linda Maurice

Lucy Mueller

Adam Conway

Olin Langley

Leroy Bach

Chris Bratton

Maria Beinsfield

Idris Goodwin

Sam Jam

Voices of a New Millenium (VNM) is a grassroots community arts and technology organization that presents innovative programs in youth development and character education through media and expressive arts. As artists and educators, we use creative expression in community-based settings to foster greater self-awareness and promote sustainable community building. We work in collaboration with schools, youth arts organizations and other community-based organizations to create safe spaces where young people can reflect, share and express their experiences through art in the company of peers and mentors. As educational technologists, we provide the online infrastructure and offline digital media training to support these community learning circles.

We offer programs and artist workshops in various settings that help participants foster self-esteem, social awareness, nonviolence and cultural diversity through creativity (performance arts, music arts, visual arts, language arts). Our partners include a wide range of schools, arts organizations and community centers. Please visit us online for additional information (www.voiceit.biz). 

Team 

Marvin Tate  

Pierre Tchetgen  

Artists

Jacob Luse – digital music

Mike Flo - deejaying

Logan Vaughn | Joshua Granger – movement

Tyrue Jones | Krysta Duran – visual arts
Brian Phillips – hip hop 

Partners

Language Arts: Young Chicago Authors 

Media Arts:  Street Level Youth Media 

Performance Arts: Scrap, Mettle, Soul 

Visual Arts: Little Black Pearl | Hyde Park Arts Center 

Urban Arts: University of Hip Hop 

Advisory Board

Arnold Aprill – CAPE

Nancy Kramer – City Colleges of Chicago

Craig Cunningham, PhD – National Louis University

Celeste Vogel – Credit Suisse First Boston

Dana Wright – Youth in Focus

We offer workshop in the following disciplines:

· Language Arts (poetry, creative writing, drama, language immersion) 

· Visual Arts (mural making, graffiti styles, drawing, painting)

· Motion Arts (movement, dance, capoeira)

· Media arts (video, digital music, graphics design)

_________________________________________________________________________

For a complete listing or information on performances and special programs, please email info@voiceit.biz  

Fall 2005 


Urban Collisions (Marvin Tate.)

Poetry is born from firsthand experience. In this workshop, students explore the metaphorical landscape of language by experimenting with poetry through the use of photography, found objects and jazz. Students learn about texture and polyphony by interpreting, arranging, and performing poems in groups, and craft pieces through new experiences, site visits, games, and discoveries. This workshop features the poetry of tupac shakur, nikki giovanni, gwendolyn brooks, sonia sanchez and more. 

8 weeks :: (12-15).

AfroFrench Connections (Pierre Tchetgen. William Ballangober)

A language enrichment workshop in self-expression via the arts and technology. Children learn the language in a natural way by exploring their physical surroundings, making art, playing music and games, and sharing personal stories with native french speakers of the African diaspora. Students receive basic french language and computer literacy instruction, learn and communicate online in french with native speakers the world around, and produce their own e-portfolio. 

15 weeks :: (12-15). Web required.

Media Studio | DeeJay Clinic (Jacob Luse. Mike Flo.)

Students work in open studio environment to compose, produce and record their own original music. In addition to learning the basics of digital audio production, students are introduced to some of the science behind music making and recording. Students learn how to plan and work in collaboration as they conceive and record their individual and group projects. Workshop includes deejay clinic on mixing, sampling, and beat juggling. 

8 weeks :: (12-15). 

Movement (Logan Vaughn.)

The body has a language of its own. In this workshop, participants explores the creative potential of their bodies and find new possibilities to express themselves deeply through movement. Includes a presentation by Jacqueline Steward (University of Chicago) on the history of movement associated with contemporary musical styles. 

6 weeks. (12-15).
Word.Sound.Life. 

Participants workshop with teaching artists through a variety of creative community-based projects. The culminating projects include the publication of student projects via the web. Students create and manage their own online portfolio and join a growing community of young voices organizing for change through artistic expression.
Objective: to give participants a chance to use all of their creative and technical abilities to create new poetry, music and visual compositions for the 21st century.

Flexible :: 12-15. all ages.

